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This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in the application. 
Listing of Claims: 

1 . (Currently Amended) A method of preventing theft of decompressed 
digital content as the content is being rendered, the method comprising: 

detecting a requested slow-down of the rendering of the content; 

presuming , wh e r e in the detected requested slow-down is pr e sumably initiated 
by a content thief attempting to steal the content; and 

responding to the detected requested slow-down in a manner designed to 
frustrate the presumed attempt of the content thief to steal the contend 

wherein rendering of the content occurs on a processor having an amount of 
capacity, and wherein responding comprises reserving a portion of the amount of the capacity 
of the processor for rendering, the reserved capacity not being available to the content thief 
for use in stealing the content . 

2. (Original) The method of claim 1 wherein responding comprises 
ignoring requests for the slow-down. 

3. (Original) The method of claim 1 wherein responding comprises 
ignoring requests for the slow-down after receiving a pre-determined number of such 
requests. 

4. (Original) The method of claim 1 wherein responding comprises 
stopping rendering of the content. 

5. (Original) The method of claim 1 wherein responding comprises 
slowing rendering of the content to a rate smaller than that of the requested slow-down. 
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6. 



(Original) 



The method of claim 1 wherein responding comprises 



degrading rendering of the content. 



7. 



(Canceled) 



8. 



(Original) 



The method of claim 1 wherein detecting the slow- 



down comprises noting a reduction in a rate of rendering of the content. 



9. 



(Original) 



The method of claim 1 wherein detecting the slow- 



down comprises noting requests for individual renderings of frames of the content. 
10-29 (Canceled) 

30. (Currently Amended) A computer-readable medium having computer- 
executable instructions thereon for preventing theft of decompressed digital content as the 
content is being rendered, the instructions being organized into modules including: 



content, wh e r e in and for presuming the detected requested slow-down is presumably initiated 
by a content thief attempting to steal the content; and 

a second module for responding to the detected requested slow-down in a 
manner designed to frustrate the presumed attempt of the content thief to steal the contend 

wherein rendering of the content occurs on a processor having an amount of 
capacity, and wherein the second module reserves a portion of the amount of the capacity of 
the processor for rendering, the reserved capacity not being available to the content thief for 
use in stealing the content . 

3 1 . (Original) The medium of claim 30 wherein the second module 
ignores requests for the slow-down. 



a first module for detecting a requested slow-down of the rendering of the 
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32. (Original) The medium of claim 30 wherein the second module 
ignores requests for the slow-down after receiving a pre-determined number of such requests. 

33. (Original) The medium of claim 30 wherein the second module 
stops rendering of the content. 

34. (Original) The medium of claim 30 wherein the second module 
slows rendering of the content to a rate smaller than that of the requested slow-down. 

35. (Original) The medium of claim 30 wherein the second module 
degrades rendering of the content. 

36. (Canceled) 

37. (Original) The medium of claim 30 wherein the first module notes 
a reduction in a rate of rendering of the content. 

38. (Original) The medium of claim 30 wherein the first module notes 
requests for individual renderings of frames of the content. 

39-58 (Canceled) 
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